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Principal Kristen presented a powerpoint to explain why this expansion is necessary.  
 
Tr. Ramzy explained that the construction timeline is approximately 18 months. Once plans 
are finalized we must present to the zoning board as well as our neighbors on Naudain Street. 
We will then break ground during spring break 2019, hopefully finishing in December 2019. We 
will build out towards 17th street where the playground is now.   
 
He noted that we will be able to cut our lunches by half as we will be able to fit 2 grades in the 
lunchroom at a time as opposed to just 1 as we do now. 
 
He also noted that the planned loading dock will now take delivery trucks off of Lombard 
Street making for a smoother and less congested arrival. 
 
A parent asked if the children would be “caged” in their rooftop playground. They will be 
contained with fencing for safety but it will be open to the Philadelphia skyline and not like a 
cage. 
 
A parent asked how ICS will handle the recess situation during this time if the yard is not 
available. Tr. Ramzy said that recess will be affected for approximately 6 months but that he is 
working on ways to minimize this disruption for teachers and students. The area of the yard 
that has the basketball hoop will still be available. He has reached out to Playworks to see if 
they have any indoor recess solutions. Also, each grade could alternate outdoor recess with 2 
classes going outside one week and the other 2 classes the next. Another partial solution is to 
use Marian Anderson Rec Center during the interim. Principal Kristen noted that for 6 months 
it won’t be super fun but that ICS will do its best to make that time as pleasant as possible. 
 
A parent asked if the students/staff would be relocated off-site or out of the building at all 
during construction time. Principal Kristen and Tr. Ramzy explained that as of right now, it 
does not appear that students will need to be relocated.   
 
A parent asked where the money would be coming from to fund this project. We will be 
refinancing the 15.7 million dollar bond that we originally received when we bought this 
building at 1600 Lombard as well as getting an additional 5 million dollar bond. The project 
will most likely cost between 4 and 4.5 million dollars.  
 



A parent asked if the play space will remain the same size-wise. Tr. Ramzy said that it will 
remain the same and that if they can marry the old and new roofs it may actually increase. 
 
A parent asked if the students would have contact with the construction workers. Tr. Ramzy 
said that there will be a fence to block off the construction area so that children will not have 
contact with any of workers, although all of the workers on this project will have all clearances 
that are necessary. 
 
Tr. Ramzy also noted that we are building out towards Lombard Street and not Naudain 
because Verizon will be less affected by construction than our neighbors on Naudain Street. 
He also noted that there may be opportunities for parents to get involved in the design 
planning of the rooftop playground, beginning in June. 
 
A parent asked if both buildings will be connected. Tr. Ramzy said that they will, either 
adjacent to room 112 or AP Odamis’ area. 
 
A parent positively noted that there is better security and children are safer when they play on 
the roof instead of at street level.  
 
Several parents were concerned about communication regarding the project. They want to 
stay updated about each step as well as any changes that may occur along the way. They were 
assured by Principal Kristen that there would be communication protocol with the board to 
keep parents well updated. 
 
Finally, a parent pointed out that perhaps we could do fundraising to make improvements to 
the project, perhaps even building a green roof, which was greeted positively by everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


